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International Statistical Institute: Papers presented at the 
session in Chicago, September, 1893. Publications of the Ameri- 
can Statistical Association, No. 24. Boston, 1894. — 8vo, 186 pp. 

The International Statistical Institute holds a meeting once in 
two years. In previous years it has visited London, Rome, Paris 
and Vienna. The session at Chicago, although not largely attended 
by the foreign members, was a noteworthy gathering for the United 
States, and maintained, in the papers submitted and the discussion 
which followed, a high scientific character. The American Statistical 
Association took charge of the preliminary printing of papers for the 
use of the members, and has now gathered these papers together 
into a volume. This will not supersede the regular printed " Trans- 
actions " of the institute, but will anticipate it, and present the most 
important papers in a form more accessible to the American reader. 

Naturally, the papers by Americans are most numerous in the list, 
on account of the holding of the session here. Among the foreign- 
ers, Levasseur is represented by an admirable report on the " Statis- 
tics of Primary Education," and Korosi, of Budapest, by a valuable 
proposition for an " International Mortality Standard or Mortality- 
Index," a subject which has been engaging the attention of vital 
statisticians in Europe for some time. Mr. A. E. Bateman, of the 
British Board of Trade, reported on the " Comparability of Trade 
Statistics" of various countries, and Dr. Mandello explained the 
" Currency Reform in Austria-Hungary." 

Among the American papers the most generally interesting, per- 
haps, would be the five on anthropometric statistics, brought together 
under the direction of Dr. Edward M. Hartwell of Boston. They 
show the growth of the science in America, and some of the results 
already attained. Professor Henry C. Adams gave a valuable paper 
on "Railway Statistics in the United States," which was supple- 
mented by two or three papers on practical railroad statistics by men 
engaged in the business. Other papers were on "The Course of 
Wages in the United States since 1840," by Carroll D. Wright ; 
" Prices," by F. W. Taussig ; " Geographical Distribution of Popu- 
lation in the United States," by Henry Gannett. There are twenty 
papers in all. Most of them have particular reference to the United 
States. It may be doubted whether any more important collection 
of essays, from the statistical point of view, has ever been issued in 
this country. Richmond Mayo-Smith. 



